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The Joint OSPAR-ICES Ocean Acidification Study group (SGOA), co-chaired by Evin McGovern, Ireland and Mark Ben C. Benfield (USA), will be established and will meet in ICES HQ, Denmark, 11-14 December 2012 to:

a) collate chemical data and information on ocean acidification in the OSPAR Maritime Area;
b) seek information from relevant international initiatives on Ocean acidification – as listed in OSPAR MIME 11/3/3 (e.g. EU, Arctic Council);
c) finalise guidelines for measuring carbonate system [footnoteRef:1]); [1: ) Building on the draft guidelines coming forwards from ICES Marine Chemistry Working Group (MCWG).] 

d) collect and exchange information on biological effects on plankton, and macrozoobenthos;
e) consider the strategy that would be required for an assessment framework appropriate for long term assessment of the intensity/severity of the effects of ocean acidification, including any assessment criteria required;
f) to inform the development of biological effects indicators for ocean acidification, including the identification of suitable species and key areas [footnoteRef:2]); [2: ) OSPAR BDC, in understanding the interactions between ocean acidification and biodiversity agreed that although it is not possible to identify parameters at this time, there is a need for the monitoring of biodiversity aspects for MSFD to look at the issues of climatic variation and ocean acidification. It was agreed that there are research gaps and hence to put forward a request for advice from ICES to inform the development of OSPAR monitoring tools to detect and quantify the effects of ocean acidification and climate change on species, habitats and ecosystem function, including the identification of suitable species and key areas (OSPAR BDC 2012 SR, Annex 16, §A3).] 

g) elaborate reporting requirements to ICES (taking account of the information in Table at OSPAR MIME 2011 SR Annex 6);
h) report a first assessment of all available data in the OSPAR maritime area.

SGOA will report by 15 January 2013 for the attention of the Advisory Committee (ACOM).

Supporting information:
	
	

	Priority
	The Study group is established based on a request from OSPAR to further 
the current activities on Ocean Acidification. Consequently, these activities are considered necessary and to have a very high priority. 
The expected timeframe for the Study group is two to three years.

	Scientific justification
	The current level of scientific knowledge is not sufficiently developed for 
monitoring of biological parameters. Data on physical and chemical parameters relating to ocean acidification are a prerequisite for understanding the potential response of biological organisms.  At the same time, monitoring of physical and chemical parameters should be informed
by susceptibilities of species and habitats, depending on their situation
(e.g. biogeographic range). It is, therefore essential that the consideration of biological parameters is taken into account, so that as knowledge advances, this can inform the evolution of monitoring for ocean acidification in an iterative manner.

	Resource requirements
	The research programmes which provide the main input to this group are already underway, and resources are already committed. The additional resource required to undertake additional activities in the framework of 
this group is negligible.



