


2nd Global Ocean Acidification Observing Network Workshop

Pre-meeting Synopsis

The second international workshop of the Global Ocean Acidification Observing Network (GOA-ON) will convene in St. Andrews, Scotland, UK on 24-26 July 2013.  With support from the International Ocean Carbon Coordination Project; the UK Ocean Acidification research programme (co-funded by NERC, Defra and DECC); the Ocean Acidification International Coordination Centre of the International Atomic Energy Agency; the UK Science & Innovation Network (co-funded by BIS and FCO); the Natural Environment Research Council, the NOAA Ocean Acidification Program, the Global Ocean Observing System, the Integrated Ocean Observing System, the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission (IOC) of UNESCO, and the University of Washington; and others.  This international workshop will continue to build and document an integrated global observing network for both carbon and ocean acidification that addresses the requirements of nations affected by this emerging environmental problem in response to societal needs.  Participants from all over the world will convene to discuss the vision and directions forward for the GOA-ON.  Participating countries include: Australia, Brazil, Canada, Chile, China, France, Germany, Iceland, Ireland, India, Israel, Italy, Japan, Korea, Malaysia, Mexico, New Zealand, Norway, Philippines, South Africa, Spain, Sweden, Taiwan, Thailand, UK, and the USA.  
The workshop will build upon progress made during the first international workshop to document the status and progress of ocean acidification in open-ocean and coastal environments, and to understand its drivers and impacts on marine ecosystems.  A coordinated multidisciplinary multinational approach for observations and modeling is fundamental to establishing a successful research strategy for ocean acidification.  This will facilitate the development of our capability to predict present-day and future responses of marine biota, ecosystem processes, biogeochemistry, and climate change feedbacks. Required research elements include regional and global networks of observations collected in concert with process studies, manipulative experiments, field studies, and modeling, to be carried out with close linkages to other global observing activities.  Global and regional observation networks will provide the necessary data required to firmly establish impacts attributable to ocean acidification.
The overarching goal of the meeting is to further refine the vision for the structure and evolution of the GOA-ON in shelf seas and coastal waters.  To that end meeting outcomes are expected to include: 
· a more comprehensive vision of a global coastal and open ocean OA network, 
· conceptualization of the ideal fixed observing node that contains chemical, physical and biologically relevant observations,
· ensure that observing data is relevant to modeling needs,
· create a near term priority list of geographic areas that are both “hot spots” for OA and are also under observed with an intention to create a plan to cover them,
· an international data sharing plan for OA observing data, 
· development of a governance structure for GOA-ON,
· update of the draft Global OA Observing Plan developed as a result of the June 2012 Seattle workshop
[bookmark: _GoBack]The agenda will cover such topics as the physical, chemical and biological variability of OA in different shelf seas and coastal waters, (such as shelf seas, intertidal waters and estuaries, polar and tropical zones), and how to observe ocean acidification and its impacts in these very different zones. The meeting will be a mixture of informational plenary talks to help frame the dialogue and breakout discussions designed to flesh out the specific details. The information shared in this workshop will be brought together with the report arising from the Seattle 2012 workshop, “Toward a Global Ocean Acidification Observing Network”, to provide a comprehensive Global OA Observing Plan, for wider sharing.
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